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RECOMMENDATIONS

The Canadian Chamber of Commerce in Japan (CCC]J)
recommends that the Japanese Government design and
implement new policies on food safety in Japan in a

manner that incorporates the following five principles:

1. Food safety policies, regulations and administrative
guidance should be based on sound scientific

analysis.

2. Any policies, regulations and rules should be
consistent with international standards such as
those established by CODEX and other

international organizations.

3. The development of food safety policies and
regulations should be fully transparent, and the
full background of and analysis supporting the
proposed new rules should be made available to

all interested parties.

4.  Representatives of all parties that could be affected
by the proposed policies or regulations, whether
domestic or foreign, should have an opportunity
to fully participate in the development of
proposed rules and to share their expertise and

experience.

5. All food safety policies, regulations and guidance
should give equal treatment to both imported and

domestically produced foods.

BACKGROUND

In the last several years, a number of serious food safety
problems within Japan have negatively affected consumer
confidence in both domestic and imported food
products. In an effort to respond to concerns raised by
these problems, the Japanese Government has approved
the establishment of a Food Safety Committee within
the Office of the Cabinet. This committee has been
charged with performing risk assessments and
undertaking risk communication. Risk management will
remain with the Ministry of Agriculture Forestry and
Fisheries (MAFF), the Ministry of Health, Labour and
Welfare (MHLW), and others.
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The CCCJ welcomes renewed emphasis by the
Japanese Government on food safety and the
establishment of new mechanisms to better coordinate
and implement the policies and actions necessary to
strengthen food safety in Japan. In an effort to be
constructive in this context, the CCC]J offers the
suggestion that any new policies or administrative
mechanisms should be consistent with the five principles
articulated above; that is, science-based; internationally
consistent; fully transparent; involve all interested parties,
both domestic and foreign, and be applied equally to all
food products, whether domestically produced or
imported.

Many members of the CCCJ have extensive expertise
in a broad range of food safety related issues and stand
ready to assist, in any manner that they can, to strengthen
confidence in the Japanese food safety system to the
benefit of Japanese consumers and the companies and

industries supplying food and agriculture products to

Japan.
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